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By now the images of an indlight movie were on the monitor in front of her, but Erika never saw them. Her own
internal picture show continued with its competing images — the scene changing from towering mountains ( b ) the
towering skyscrapers of Singapore. After two years in Ecuador, her father had been transferred once more, and for the
thirteen years since then — including the four years she attended university in Wisconsin — Erika had considered Singapore
her home. Now she knew Singapore would never truly be home. But the question continued to haunt her: Where was
home?

Still refusing to dwell onmthat topic, her mind searched ( A ) a new show to look at. Pictures of countless
scenes from other places she had visited with her family through the years appeared — the Kathmandu Valley in Nepal at
the beginning of the rainy season, *the monkey cup plants in the Malaysian rain forest, *the Karen tribal people in the hills
of northern Thailand, winter on the South Island of New Zealand, *the water-derrick wells of the Hortobagy in Hungary.
One after another the images flashed in her mind's eye. Even to hersell, it seemed incredible how much she had done,
seen, and experienced in her first twenty-three years of life. The richness and ( A ) of the world she knew was
beyond measure — but what good did that do her today?

Finally, the other pictures ran out and Erika was left with the visions of life in Singapore that kept returning, insisting
( 7 ) a paramount spot in the show. Now instead of places, however, she saw people — her amazing collection of
friends from the International School in Singapore: Ravi, Fatu, Sam, Kim Su, Trevor, Hilary, Mustapha, Dolores, Joe. One
after another they came to her memory. How many races, nationalities, styles of dress, cultures, and religions did these
friends represent? With diversity as their *hallmark, who could say what was “normal”™?

Erika never stopped to wonder that others might be surprised to know that this diversity among her friends reflected
the norm rather than the exception of her life. Instead, she reminisced on how she hated parting from them each summer
when her family returned to the States for vacation. (It was never America or the United States — simply “the States.”)

Somehow, she always felt much more like ma fish out of water with her Stateside peers than she did in Singapore.

For the first time since the airplane had lifted off, *a wry smile came to Erika’s face. She remembered how strange she
had felt the first time her American cousins had asked her to go “cruising.” She presumed they meant some type of boat
ride — like when she and her friends in Singapore rented a *junk and sailed to a small island for a day of sunbathing,
swimming, and picnicking. She was eager o go.

To her amazement, cruising for her cousins had nothing to do ( I ) boats and water. Instead, it meant endless
driving about town with no apparent purpose. Eventually, they parked at a shopping mall and simply stood around. As far as

Erika could see, it seemed their purpose was to block aisles rather than purchase any goods.@What was the point?

For Erika, “going home” meant something entirely different than itedid for her parents. When her parents spoke of
“going home,” they meant returning to the States each summer. For her, “going home” meant returning to Singapore
( 7 ) the end of summer. But where was home now? The *nagging question returned.

Source: Third Culture Kids: Growing Up Among Worlds by David C. Pollock and Ruth E. Van Reken

*# : the monkey cup plants= "7 K5 X FHEY, the Karen tribal people=7% L ¥ [ED AN 4, the water-derrick wells= (34225
~AH A, hallmark =458, a wry smile=%%\>, junk =M, nagging=#iZ 3 EHE 5

Reprinted from Third Culture Kids , by David C. Pollock and
Ruth E. VanReken, Hodder and Stoughton Limited. Copyright ©
2009 Hodder and Stoughton Limited. Reproduced with
permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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(a) Your passport is good for another three years.
(b) Money can be exchanged for goods and services.
(¢) A bit more exercise would do you good.
(d) It seems that she is staying with us for good.
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(a) Why did they get the point?
(b) How come their purpose was apparent?
(¢) What they did meant nothing.
(d) What they did was to the point.
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(a) T

Frj

Erika sees images of her life in the in-flight movie.

(b) T - F Erika thinks that she has done, seen and experienced a lot, but it does not help her now.

(¢) T - F For Erika, it is natural that friends around her have a variety of backgrounds.

(d) T - F Erika has never been to America or the United States.

(e) T - F FErika does not believe that the States is her home, but instead believes that Singapore is her home after

all.
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People seek advice and give advice, propose marriage and end marriage, land jobs and lose jobs, pass the *buck and
pass the time —and they do all these things by exchanging words. Conversation is souniversal and ubiquitous that an
alien observer could be forgiven for concluding that human beings were mainly designed to eat, sleep, and vibrate their
*vocal cords in each other’'s presence. Conversation is common, but it is not simple, which is why modern computers can
pilot aircraft and perform surgery but still cannot carry on anything but awparody of a conversation. To converse, people
must generate and comprehend language in real time, alternate turns in rapid sequence, infer what their partners know and

want to know, remember what has and hasn’t been said, and much more.®Conversation is a bundle of complex tasks that

seem simple only because human beings generally do them well and fail to notice when they do them poorly.

One of those tasks is ending. Although some conversations are terminated by exlernal circumstance —a train arrives, a
school bell rings, a bar closes —in many cases, people who have decided to start talking must also decide to stop.

“

Psychologists, *linguists, and communications scholars have studied the “closing rituals” that people use to end their
conversations — the stock phrases (“It's been great talking to you”), verbal *gambits (“I've got a thing at noon”), and subtle
*segues (“So anyway”) — but they have not studied how and when people decide to use them. On the face of it, this may
not seem like a particularly difficult question. After all, people converse for a wide variety of reasons, from resolving disputes
and seeking *solace to exchanging gossip and maintaining friendships, and achieving the goal that brought them to a
conversation provides an obvious point for wtheir departure. If *conversants come to a conversation with the same goal, then
we might expect their conversation to end when they have achieved it, and if they come with different goals, then we might
expectl their conversation to end when the first of them has achieved it. Two employees who meet to find the best date for
the company picnic may part ways when they findsone, and two strangers who chat for pleasure at a party may continue
until one of them grows *weary, makes an excuse, and wanders away. If conversation is a means by which people achieve a
variety of goals, then conversations should end when one or both conversants has done just that.

But ending conversations may not be as simple ( A ) it sounds. One of the primary goals of conversation is to
establish and maintain social relationships, and so conversants typically observe *a host of conventions that are designed to
protect each other’s feelings. Terminating a conversation when one’s partner wants to keep talking or *perpetuating a
conversation when one’s partner wants to stop are hoth social *ruptures that can *undermine relationships and reputations,
so rather than simply ending when they want to, conversants may try to end at a time that takes both their desires and
their partner’s desires ( B ) account. If so, then ending conversations may be a “coordination problem,” much like
the prisoner's dilemma, in which a person's actions depend on what they think another person will and wants to do.
Research shows that coordination problems are readily solved when players can communicate honestly, but honestly
communicating a desire to terminate a conversation may itself be a social rupture. As such, conversants may mask such
desires rather than communicating them, thereby depriving each other ( C ) the very information they need to solve
the coordination problem that ending a conversation poses.

Source: “Do conversations end when people want them to?” by Adam M.

Mastroianni, Daniel T. Gilbert, Gus Cooney, and Timothy D. Wilson
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(a) interesting (b) widespread (¢ ) convenient (d) creative
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(a) example (b) work (¢ ) imitation (d) comedy
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7. UTo (a)~(e) OLIZDOVT, ALOHNELESTVELDIZET. GoTWARWVBDIZIEFIZOZ LRV,
(a) T - F It might seem to someone from another planet that humans only really engage in three activities.
(b) T - F When people are having a conversation, they need to use “closing rituals” if their train arrives or a school
bell rings.
(¢) T - F If a person starts talking with a stranger at a party, they have to continue their conversation until one of

them wants to leave.

(d) T - F An important aspect of conversations is not to hurt the other person’s feelings.
(e) T - F People should always be honest in communicating their desire to end a conversation.
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There is almost no homework and no national exams in Finland for children up to the age of 16. Should Japan have the

same system?
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